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Celebrating 30 Years
A reminder of this years SOF Formal. The date is March 26th 2010 (Friday)
at the Embassy Suites Hotel KCI (North). Invitations will be sent out the end
of February. If you have not received one by March 6th, 2010 please let us
know. This year in connection with the SGSC at Ft Leavenworth, SFA 29 will
be celebrating 30 years. Several special guests and long time friends have
been invited, so please plan on attending. A block of Hotel Rooms has been
held at a special rate of $107 until March 5th. These are suite style rooms
and include a managers drinks special and full cooked breakfast. You will
need to contact the Hotel directly to reserve one of these rooms at 816-891-
7788 before March 5th. The special room rate is listed under Ft Leavenworth
SOF 30 Anniversary. After March 5th the room rate goes back up to the

standard suite rate unless you have a government ID.

Raffle Tickets:
A Colt Firearms Company M1911 .45 caliber ACP (or similar
model) is being offered for a public drawing.

Tickets are selling fast. It looks like this year the Raffle will be a sell out be-
fore March 26th, 2010. The students are doing a job great at selling their
tickets and so is the chapter. If you were planning on waiting until the night
of the SOF Formal to purchase a raffle ticket you may be out of luck. We
have a very limited number of tickets left. So if you want to get in on the
Colt 1911 Pistol Raffle send your $5 today to the newsletter at 10520 Bri-
dlespur Dr Kansas City Mo 641 14. Please make checks payable to SFA 29. All

proceeds go to the 2010 SOF Formal.
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US ARMY COIN CENTER
Dr. Rich Kiper

Numerous members of our chapter came of age during the Vietnam era when counterinsurgency
(COIN) was a primary mission of Special Forces. At the urging of President Kennedy, the US Army created
new organizations, invigorated old organizations, and updated doctrine to accomplish the tasks of fighting the
insurgency in Southeast Asia. Withdrawal from Vietnam, coupled with the conventional battles of the 1973
Arab-Israeli War, led to the Army to return to training for the type of conflict with which it was most com-
fortable—major combat on the plains of Europe. The terms guerrilla, insurgency, and counterinsurgency dis-
appeared from the principle Army manuals. COIN and its practitioners were effectively removed from the
mainstream of Army thought.

National Security Strategy reports to Congress in the late 1980s through 2001 required that the US
military by prepared “to aid in combating thr
cies.” An Army advisory role to counter insur
primarily Special Forces soldiers who executed the missions. The practical result was that conventional units
received no training and commanders little instruction in counterinsurgency.

By the summer of 2003 Shock and Awe and Thunder Runsh ad seemi ngly wvalid
to warfare with the toppling of the statue of Saddam Hussein in Baghdad. In July, though, the Central Com-
mand commander recognized that the coal i t-typen
campaign.”™ The new commander of the Combined
review existing doctrine to determine whether it adequately addressed counterinsurgency or training of for-
eign forces. The response was that such doctrine essentially was non-existent. He immediately directed that
an interim counterinsurgency field manual be produced. (I was part of the team that did that.)

When LTG David Petraeus became the CAC com
be beginning the formal process to produce a comprehensive COIN field manual. The Army released FM 3-
24, Counterinsurgency, in December 2006. Other manuals followed.

To coordinate the rapid expansion of COIN doctrine and training, Petraeus and Marine Corps Lieu-

tenant Gener al Mattis established the Counter]i

is to integrate COIN efforts among the services, to facilitate the implementation of COIN doctrine, to coor-
dinate with other government agencies to address COIN-related issues, and to provide instruction both to
US forces and to the international military c
counterinsurgency and the force modernization proponent for stability operations (SO) and security force
assistance (SFA) principles and practices.

The Center discharges its role by employing six lines of effort: Integrate COIN/SO/SFA initiatives; Re-
search best practices in COIN/SO/SFA; Improve doctrine; Improve education; Advise leaders and organiza-
tions; and Conduct outreach to other military and civilian organizations. As the proponent for SO and SFA,
the Center is responsible for conducting force management and combat developments actions across the
Doctrine, Organization, Training, Materiel, Leadership and Education, Personnel, and Facilities (DOTMLPF)
domains. To perform these roles, the Center hosts monthly video conferences with COIN practi

tioners in Iraq and Afghanistan as well as train

SFA 29 Treasurer’s Report ers and doctrine developers in CONUS and
Beginning Balance December |, 2009 $ 18,528.86 other overseas locations. Because insurgencies
can be defeated only if multiple US government
Income + 323.00 agencies are involved, the Center focuses on
Expenses - 33982 the “whole of govern

ing the reconstruction, security, and govern

Ending Balance December 31, 2009 $ 18,512.04 ance requirement of nations fighting insurgents.

Detailed Report Available Upon Request Continued on page 4.
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ROBERT L. HOWARD (1939-2009)

Sergeant first Class, U.S. Army 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne),
1st Special Forces

Robert Howard was seventeen years old when he joined the Army in
[956. His father and four uncles had been paratroopers in World War I,
and he followed in their footsteps, joining the 101Ist Airborne. In 1965,
during the first of his five tours of duty in Vietnam, he was wounded
when a ricocheting bullet hit him in the face. While recuperating in a field
hospital, he met a patient who was in the Special Forces. When the
man’'s commanding officer visit
into transferring to the Special Forces.

In 1966, after six months of training in the States, Howard returned to
Vietnam as part of the 5th Special Forces Group. By late 1968, he had
already been recommended for the Medal of Honor on two separate oc-
casions when, on the afternoon of December 28, his unit was ordered to
rescue a wounded Green Beret. As the choppers carrying his platoon of
Fhoto courtesy of HomeOfHeroes.com American and Vietnamese Special Forces tried to land, the enemy

opened fire. It took two hours for Howard and his men to clear the
landing zone and get all the troops in. By dusk, as they were moving forward to a hill where they thought the
wounded Green Beret might be hiding, a force of about 250 North Vietnamese suddenly attacked.

Howard and his lieutenant were at the head of the platoon when a claymore mine went off nearby. Howard
was knocked unconscious; when he came to, he
thought he was blind, until he realized that the blood from wounds on his face had gotten into his eyes.

His hands were mangled by shrapnel, which had also destroyed his weapon. He could hear his lieutenant
groaning in pain a few yards away, and he was almost overcome by a sickening odor: An enemy soldier with
a Soviet flamethrower was burning the bodies

Deciding to blow himself up rather than be incinerated, too, Howard struggled to get a grenade off his web
belt, then fumbled with the pin. The soldier with the flamethrower watched him for a moment, then walked
away. Howard threw the grenade after him,
then crawled to his lieutenant and tried to pull him down the hill into a ravine where the surviving Americans
and South Vietnamese had taken refuge. When he got the officer down to a large tree root, where another
Gl had taken shelter, he screamed at the soldier to hand over his weapon. The soldier tossed him his .45 pis-
tol, then opened fire himself with his rifle, killing three enemy soldiers who were trying to capture Howard
and his lieutenant.

At that moment an NVA round struck Howard’' s a
Still clutching the .45, he crawled back to the lieutenant, shooting several North Vietnamese along the way,
and finally dragged him down to the ravine.

Howard took charge of the remaining Special Forces troops, then called in U.S. air strikes. For the next two
days the North Vietnamese probed his position. On the morning of December 31, U.S. helicopters were fi-
nally able to stage an evacuation.

Two years later, in February 1971, Howard was a captain in charge of a Special Forces company under as-

sault by the enemy when he got a call/l on a f
pretty bad shape here,” Howard said, thinking
West moreland replied, “but we’re going to bri

Robert Howard received the medal from President Richard Nixon on March 2, 1971. He retired at the rank
of colonel in 1992.
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Continued from Page 2

US ARMY COIN CENTER
Dr. Rich Kiper

The Center also hosts an active blog about COIN issues and publishes an on-line magazine with
scholarly articles on different aspects of the COIN fight. The COIN Center website is http://coin.army.mil.

Because the fights in Iraq and Afghanistan are being conducted by a coalition, COIN Center personnel
have provided instruction in Poland, Italy, and (upcoming) in Kazakhstan. Additionally, the Center has an
active relationship with the British, Australian, and Canadian armies to meet the challenges inherent in COIN.

Recently the Center sponsored a symposium that focused on events along the Afghanistan-Pakistan
border. Speakers were from NATO, the Canadian Forces Expeditionary Command, the Pakistani Army, and
the Philadelphia Inquirer. The four-star commander of Joint Forces Command gave the final address. The
Center is now planning a similar event that will focus on Afghanistan.

As COL Dan Roper, Center director, has wri
ily on the nation’s ability to institutional.
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. The COIN Center and Army SO and SFA proponent offices are playing a
critical role in preparing for a balanced app

The Menu Has Been Selected:

We had a great turn out for the SOF Formal taste test-
ing in January. Thank You to the CGSC Students taste
test committee , Mike and June Neer, Linda Vogel,
Debora Merrill and Shelby Williams (This years SOF
Formal Anthem Singer). We picked a great selection of
Fish, Chicken and Steak. Yes, you read that correctly, |
said steak. Now the steak will be prepared medium, if
that makes a difference
beef. We have also picked a wonderful salad and two

1 different deserts.

SOF Formal 2010 Guest Speaker: This years SOF Formal guest speaker will be LTG
David Fridovich, Director, SOCOM Center for Special Operations. Yet, another really good reason to at-
tend this years SOF Formal.

If you have not already marked your calendar for the Party of the year, do so now. Great friends,
guests and special invitees will be attending. We have picked a great menu. Suite style rooms have been
reserved at a special price with extras. Our best DJ has been hired. A photographer is in place for those for-
ma | pictures and many other special one ti me
on the outside this year. Be at the greatest party in Kansas City on March 26th at the Embassy Suites Hotel
KCI (North).

hap
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Chapter Member Directories: We will be publishing a member directory in February. For those
who are annual members you need to have your membership in on time or you risk not be included in the

directory or receiving one.

Ad Space: We are open to new Ads to be printed in the Newsletter and Membership Directory. A
business card Ad is $25 for the year. Larger Ads please contact the newsletter for pricing. 816-213-8639 or

sfa29newsletter@gmail.com. We need more Ads to help defer the cost of printing the newsletter.

SFA Chapter 29 Polo Shirts: We are now taking orders for Chapter Polo Shirts. You will find a
order form online at our web site sfa29.org. The shirts are Black or Army Green with the Association and
Chapter logo on it. You may also personalize you shirt with you first name or years of service. You can also
purchase a second shirt for your wife. The shirts are $34.50 each including shipping. Please make checks
payable to Stewart Hink and mail the order form to SFA 29, 10520 Bridlespur Dr KC MO 641 14

Color choice is green or black. Sizes are M L XL XXL. If you would like your nick name or years of service

on the shirt please let us know what that is.

Special Forces Association Memberships: If you have not renewed your membership yet, your
|l ate. Please send in your renewal a.s.a.p. so
mal and 2010 convention at Ft Bragg this summer. If you have any questions please contact membership Jon

Meigs 913-681-3887 or membership@sfa29.org. he can answer all you questions.

"To The US Forces and their Families"
Bill Radtke D-996

Colonel - U.S. Army Dr. Jack C. STEWART
Retired

Comprehensive Family Dentistry
‘Where SOLD Means More

Board Certified
American Board of General Dentistry
Federal Services Board of General Dentistry
Master- Academy of General Dentistry

WI
REAL ESTATE TRANSITION SPECIALIST

Christian Dental Society : ’_OCKSMITHS
615 Holiday Plaza NI P 0 L33 Reoewood
Leznsin)g, KS 66043 R Dirsct 913.505.7563
913) 727-6700 Office 913.905.7600
DiMerrill. Rsacadnd Michols.com Fax 913.945.3619
Dbl e e blichols.com Collular 816.213.8639

In Honor and Appreciation of the Special Forces Wives and Families that make the sacrifices neces-
sary to be part of the Special Forces Family and its association. They provide the support that can
not be bought or provided by any government program. Without their support, we would be lesser
individuals and our effectiveness threatened.

In remembrance of a very special Special Forces Wife, Carol Ann Smith

Jack Smith 2007
=

t
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Calendar of Chapter Events

February 13, 2010: Chapter Meeting 9am, Hilton Garden Inn 520 Minnesota KS (Breakfast $8)
March 13, 2010: Chapter Meeting 9am, Hilton Garden Inn 520 Minnesota KS (Breakfast $8)
March 26, 2010(Friday): SOF Formal & Chapter 29 30th Anniversary, Embassy Suites KClI
April 10, 2010: Chapter Meeting 9am, Hilton Garden Inn 520 Minnesota KS (Breakfast $8)
May 8, 2010: Chapter Meeting 9am, Hilton Garden Inn 520 Minnesota KS (Breakfast $8)

May 31st, 2010: Memorial Day Event at National Cemetery Leavenworth KS

June 5th, 2010: Army Birthday Celebration, Westin Crown Center KC MO
June 7-12, 2010: National SFA Convention Fayetteville NC (Ft Bragg) Holiday Inn

(Do not stay at the Double Tree, they refused to work with the 2010 Convention)
July 17-18, 2010: Annual 12th & 20th Group Gathering and Mendenhall Firing Range. Chapter 29 invited.
September 18th or 25th: Oktoberfest English landing Park Parkville MO Date not reserved yet.
November |1, 2010: Veterans Day Parade, Leavenworth KS
June 23-27, 201 I: National Convention Orlando FL (Hotel TBA)

In the event that a meeting or function should need to be cancelled because of unsafe weather condi-
tions please check with Kansas City Television Station Fox4 under closings before you leave home.

Medically Challenged Members and Family

Jim Richie is getting stronger and hopes to be attending some upcoming chapter events and this years
convention at Ft Bragg.

Ross Worley reports that he visited MSG. Neumer and his wife at Walter Reed after Christmas and he
was still in ICU but he has a great attitude. MSG Neumer was wounded in Iraq just before Christmas.
Jerry Fogel was to have Heart Surgery at the end of January, but at the time of publishing we have not
heard how his is doing. So get those prayers working again.

Jackie Malone was to return to Tulsa for more treatments at the end of January. We will update you as
information is known.

Linda Worthington was out and about the first part of December, she was able to attend the Chapter
Holiday Gathering and was looking great.

President: Jack Smith jsmith227@kc.rr.com
V-President: Al James ajames@everestkc.com
Treasurer: Ted White tkwbrw@sbcglobal.net

Secretary: Stewart Hink BHink41954@aol.com
Asst. Secretary: Gail Merrill gwmerrill@hotmail.com

Newsletter: sfa29newsletter@gmail.com
Membership: membership@sfa29.org
News Phone: 816-943-0073

News Fax: 913-945-3629
Advertising Rate: Business Card Ads $25 per year.

Special advertising rate available upon request.
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God Bless the men and
women and their
families that serve to

keep this nation free!

pDelta Systems, Inc.
The Buckler Family

Son Tay Raider
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Return Service Requested

Just For Laughs
Dear Ma and Pa,

| am well. Hope you are. Tell Brother Walt and Brother Elmer the Marine Corps beats working for old man Larson by a mile. Tel
them to join up quick before all of the places are filled. | was restless at first because you got to stay in bed éilhmeabyt | am
getting so | like to sleep late. Tell Walt and Elmer all you do before breakfast is smooth your cot, and shine some thogggdoN
slop, feed to pitch, mash to mix, wood to split, fire to lay. Practically nothing. Men got to shave but it is not serésdyaim
water. Breakfast is strong on trimmings like fruit juice, cereal, eggs, bacon, etc., but kind of weak on chops, potateakham
fried eggplant, pie and other regular food, but tell Walt and Elmer you can always sit by the two city boys that liveeorheaff
food, plus yours, holds you until noon when you get fed again. It's no wonder these city boys can't walk much. Wetgo on 'rou
marches,' which the platoon sergeant says are long walks to harden us. If he thinks so, it's not my place to tell itinA diffete
march' is about as far as to our mailbox at home. Then the city guys get sore feet and we all ride back in trucks.yTisenamuntr
but awful flat. The sergeant is like a school teacher He nags a lot. The captain is like the school board. Majors larjdstasidee
around and frown. They don't bother you none. This next will kill Walt and Elmer with laughing. | keep getting medalstifay.sh
I don't know why. The bullgye is near as big as a chipmunk head and don't move, and it ain't shooting at you like thédliggett
at home. All you got to do is lie there all comfortable and hit it. You don't even load your own cartridges They comg irhbaxe
we have what they call hasid-hand combat training. You get to wrestle with them city boys. | have to be real careful tiaygh) t
break real easy. It ain't like fighting with that ole bull at home. I'm about the best they got in this except for thaddrufyaim
over in Devils Lake . | only beat him once. He joined up the same time as me, but I'm only 5'6' and 130 pounds arschtin&a6|8'
300 pounds dry.

Be sure to tell Walt and Elmer to hurry and join before other fellers get onto this setup and come stampeding in.
Your loving daughter, Darlene




