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Chapter Holiday Gathering: Saturday December 5th 2pm to 5pm. Locatio
will be Ron Simmons home at 9201 Roe Ave Prairie Village KS. Please bring a
day side dish to share. We already have plenty of cookies so lets see some of th
traditional side dishes (Green Beans, veggie tray, deviled eggs etc). Norma Don
bringing her famous Egg Nog. The chapter will provide Turkey and Brats. We wi
also provide Hot Beverages. This is our usual informal holiday gathering. Pleasé
or email Barb Simmons and let her know you are attending-6482810 ronsim-
monsl@sbcglobal.net.

ITALIAN OMLTS  Rich Kiper

No, these OMLTs and not made
from eggs; they are made from
soldiers. One of the latest acro-
nyms to gain acceptance within
NATO is OMLT 6 Operational
Mentor and Liaison Team. Thesq
teams are composed of 130
soldiers whose mission is to as-
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sist ISAF (International Security
Assistance Force) develop the
Afghan National Army (ANA).
Each team usually is deployed
with an ANA unit for six
months. In addition, the OMLT
is the liaison between the ANA
unit and ISAF units within the
province in which the ANA unit
is operating. To date, twentgeven nations have either deployed or pledged to de-
ploy OMLTSs to Afghanistan.

In October, | was part of a fouman team from the Army Counterinsurgency
(COIN) Center (where | am employed) at Ft. Leavenworth to travel to Aosta, Italy
There we provided COIN instruction to Italian Army soldiers who will be formed
into OMLTSs to assist ANA units. The Italian Army does not have a mechanism to
provide COIN instruction or training to its forces. As a result, we were asked to
provide classes on what constitutes an insurgency, the critical elements of counte

the grievances of the population, and lessons learned from Irag and Afghanistan.
It is important to note that the OMLTs do not command the Afghan units; they sug

Next Chapter Event
Event:

Holiday Gathering
Date:

December 5th

2pm to 5pm
Location: 9201 Roe

Prairie Village KS
Bring: Side dish to
share (Not sweets)

Please RSVP Barb Sim

ri
mons 913649-2810
surgency, methods of understanding root causes of the insurgency and addressing

. Event: Meeting

gest and they advise. Their goal is to work themselves out of a job by increasing th Date: _ Januqry 9th
proficiency and professionalism of the ANA. Our visit came only two weeks after siy Location: Hilton Gar-

Italian soldiers were killed in Kabul. That event was a clear reminder of the dangers den Inn 520 Minnesota

they will face. That | could be part of an effort to prepare them for their mentoring
mission was truly gratifying.

Kansas City KS
Bring: $8 for breakfast
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oVet er ans T BlditeuClty @ildary hosted a "Veterans' Salute" on Saturday, 24 Oct, 09,
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Medal of Honor Recipients Don Ballard and Roger Donlon were in attendance along
with chapter members Gail Merrill and John Reichley. You missed a great time. Several organization were
invited to display items of interest to veterans. The Marines displayed events of the Korean war, The Navy
had model battle ships and carriers from WWII set up. There was one whole room devoted to the Viethnam
War. Outside was the Civil War as well as a Apache Helicopter landed on the Libraries side yard. If the

nei ghbors werenot

awake

yet, they were after

he

written by disabled/wounded soldiers. They use this writing as a way of helping the wounded deal with what
has happened to them. Roger Donlon and Don Ballard both spoke to the group. Others that attended were

members of the Missouri Patriot Guard and local Fire Departments. Several Boy Scouts also helped

You should make plans to attend next year.

John Reichley, Gail Merrill, Roger Donlon and
someone we have no idea who he is.

SFA 29 Treasurerods Report

Beginning Balance October 1, 2009 $ 19,968.98

Income + 330.00

Expenses - 2,096.80

Ending Balance October 31, 2009 $18,202.18 Gail Merrill and Don Ballard
Detailed Report Available Upon Request

out.




